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The Officers, Board of Directors, Members past and present
of Beth Torah mourn the passing of

Rabbi Max A. Lipschitz
January 18, 1924 – March 20, 2011
Beloved Leader, Teacher and Friend
North Miami Beach and Aventura are here today
because of Rabbi Max
who brought thousands of families
to North Dade since 1959.

MAY HIS MEMORY BE FOR A BLESSING

z”l

Yizkor
Yom Kippur ...........September 28, 2020
Shemini Atzeret ......... October 10, 2020
Passover ............................ April 4, 2021
Shavuot ............................May 18, 2021
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A Yizkor Message
Yizkor has grown into one of the most powerful moments in Jewish ritual/prayer life. It isn’t
surprising. When we gather for holidays or joyous occasions, we are especially aware of the empty
seats at our holiday tables and the empty chairs at our Simchas. The Rabbis were aware of this
so they gave us a moment together to acknowledge our loss and shed that tear and treasure that
memory. We do it together and that also comforts us and encourages us. It’s easier to cry together
than to be the only one crying. When we are the only ones crying, we feel that we are burdening
others but when we cry together, we feel we are strengthening each other. Not being physically
together this year will take away from Yizkor – we know and understand that. But knowing that
we are all – so to speak – on the same page at the same moment in that cloud is comforting. Truth
to be told we don’t really understand what that cloud is or where it is but here is what we know.
This year that cloud will be so full of tears that it will surely break out in rain. What does rain
do – it gives life – it causes everything to grow. Our tears do help us grow and give us direction
and purpose in our lives. I think when people leave the Yizlor service they in fact ‘feel better’.
Memory has bitter and sweet in it and acknowledging that is life enhancing. There is something
else about Yizkor in a year of Covid – a year of isolation – a year of fear and real losses of friends
and relatives. More than almost any other year any of us have ever experienced do we realize
how vulnerable we are. More than any other year we can remember we have that thought in our
mind – what if this is my last Yom Kippur. More than any other year we feel vulnerable. Isn’t that
the message of Yom Kippur? We wear white because that is how we are dressed when laid to our
final rest. We fast because it is imitating dying and reminds us that days for all are numbered. We
say Yizkor because we know that one day our own chair will be empty and we wonder who will
say Yizkor for us. Yom Kippur has always been a message about making every year, month week
and day count. Covid has only brought that message to the forefront. Let us resolve then on this
Yizkor to remember how vital our community is to us and make sure it comes out the other end
of this trying period strong and intact. Let us remember that we must be careful and vigilant so
that our chair is not the empty one next year. We owe that to ourselves and to our families. Let
us remember that we want to lead our lives in such a way that when it comes time for our loved
ones to say Yizkor for us that they will have tears that enhance their lives and move them forward
knowing they were loved and that our lives were models for them to emulate and learn from.
Eventually we will meet in real space and not in the cloud – eventually we will see each other’s tears
at Yizkor rather than imagine them. Until then we will be strong – the loved ones we remember
today will give us strength and most of all we will do them proud by being hopeful, careful and
determined in the months to come. In this way we will truly turn their memories into a blessing.

Rabbi Mario Rojzman

Rabbi Ed Farber
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A Yizkor Meditation in
Memory of a Parent Who Was Hurtful
Dear God,
You know my heart. Indeed, You know me better than
I know myself, so I turn to You before I rise for Kaddish.
My emotions swirl as I say this prayer. The parent I
remember was not kind to me. His/her death left
me with a legacy of unhealed wounds, of anger and of
dismay that a parent could hurt a child as I was hurt.
I do not want to pretend to a love or to a grief that I do
not feel, but I do want to do what is right as a Jew and
as a child.
Help me, O God, to subdue my bitter emotions that
do me no good, and to find that place in myself where
happier memories may lie hidden, and where grief for
all that could have been, all that should have been, may
be calmed by forgiveness, or at least soothed by the
passage of time.
I pray that You, who raise up slaves to freedom, will
liberate me from the oppression of my hurt and anger,
and that You will lead me from this desert to Your holy
place.
-Robert Saks
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We mourn those congregants who have
passed away this year
JUDITH (JUDIE) BERGER
STEVEN BERGER
RONALD CANTOR
EDUARDO COMELLA
STEPHANIE DEAN-KLUGER
MIRIAM FELDSTEIN
LOIS HILDEBRANDT
BARBARA KAPLAN
SENATOR GWEN MARGOLIS
SYDONIA (SYD) NACRON
MORRIS SCHEINER
PEARL TUCKER
STANLEY (ZELIG) WARMBRANDT
FLORENCE WERNER
GENERAL STUART R. WOLK

Their memories are enshrined in this sanctuary, and
are gratefully recorded upon the tablets of our hearts.
May the Source of all comfort send consolation and
healing to those who mourn them. May their memories
endure among us as lasting benediction. And let us
say: Amen.
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In memory of the fallen Israeli Soldiers:
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Yizkor reflections
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